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• Steve Chernoff ‐ Background
– Professional Genealogist
– Originally from Buffalo, NY; Moved to Kansas City 
in 1970’s; Ph.D. in Biochemistry – KUMC

–Worked in Big Pharma; Married, with 3 children
– Adrenalin junkie
– Computer geek
– Interest in genealogy started at your age
–My hobby is now my profession
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• What am I doing here?
–What is Genealogy?

• Roots
• Family Tree
• Family Traditions
• Finding your family

– People
– Stories

• Mishpachaology
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• What is Different about Jewish Genealogy?
– Name changes
– Language/translation challenges
– Record access prior to immigration

• Non‐existent, unknown location, etc.
– Small, closed communities (shtetls)

• Marriages: cousins, uncle/niece, aunt/nephew, etc.
• Movement between shtetls

– Shoah
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• Interest in genealogy
–Why? (who is interested?)

• Find out more about your family
• Find out more about your Jewish Identity
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Family Stories

Mr Morrison

David Morrison Abraham Morrison Sol Morrison

Mendel MorrisonNachum Morrison

Henry Louis A.A.Harriett Esther Bertha Marvin Inez Louis Belle

+ MD + MD Law + Law LawHAC
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• Use of the computer
– Transition of source data to computers
– Further transition to the internet
– Home access
– Smartphone access
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• Arrival in the United States
–Who?
–Where?
–When?
–Why?
–Who didn’t come?

– Internet research can answer all those questions
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• The Shoah
– It is rare to find a Jew who has not lost family in 
the Holocaust.
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• Best Websites
» Ancestry.com – some parts free (library edition)
» Jewishgen.org – free, donation requested
» SteveMorse.org – free
» Libertyellisfoundation.org – Ellis Island ships manifests
» YadVashem.org ‐ free
» JoCoLibrary.org – free, need library card and PIN
» FamilySearch.org – free, Mormon Church
» Records.jacksongov.org – KC, MO marriage records
» Jococourts.org – Johnson County, KS marriage, divorce
» Sos.mo.gov/archives/ ‐MO death certificates <1964
» Facebook.com
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JewishGen
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JewishGen Bessarabia Duma Voters List
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Stephen Morse One‐Step Webpages
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• Family Stories – Fact or Fiction?
– Find evidence to prove or disprove

Baruch Chernoff

Leiser Chernoff Godaliah Cherner

Harry Chernoff

Selbert Chernoff

Steve Chernoff

Ships Records
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Ellis Island Search
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Stephen Morse Ellis Island Gold Form
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• Family Stories – Fact or Fiction?
– Find evidence to prove or disprove

Baruch Chernoff

Leiser Chernoff Godaliah Cherner

Harry Chernoff

Selbert Chernoff

Steve Chernoff

Louis Cherner George Cherner

Baruch Czerner

Harry Cherner

Selbert Cherner

Steve Cherner
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1940 Federal Census

Became available  online 
2 April 2012
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WWI Draft Registration Card



Jewish Genealogy
WWI Draft Registration Card – Conscientious Objection
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US Naturalization
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Ketubot
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Weissenburg, Bessarabia

10 May 1898 Rabbi Sándor Fischer



Jewish Genealogy
Ketubot

Yaakov ZviMendel Leib

ChanaBaruch
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Death Certificates
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Yad Vashem – Pages of Testimony
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Yad Vashem – Pages of Testimony
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Yad Vashem – Pages of Testimony ‐ Errors
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WWII Displaced Persons Index
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Dates From Gravestones
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Gravestone Photos
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Gravestone Photos

Died

Last Day

of

Pesach

400+300

4
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Date Conversion
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Jewish Gravestones

Died

29th

Tishri400+300

10+1
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Date Conversion
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Locating Gravestones
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JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry
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JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry

Shlomo

Here lies

Yitzhak

Son ofDan

Nesselrot

Died6Tishrei400300102

Let his soul be bound up in the bonds of the living

1 Samuel 25:29

6 Oct 1951
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Locating Gravestones in Kansas City
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Obituaries
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Genetic Genealogy

Family Tree DNA
Y‐DNA mt‐DNA

Better tool to disprove relationship, than to prove it
Genetics of Jewish Priesthood
106 generations to the MRCA
Very close to 3,300 years
(Science validates the Torah)
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The End
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